FRIG K,  KING   OF   COKE
urging, Andy offered Frick $325,000 for a minority
interest in H. C. Frick & Company. The offer was ac-
cepted. Final details were worked out the day the
Fricks dined with Carnegie and his mother at the Wind-
sor Hotel The result was the formation, May J, 1882,
of a $2,000,000 corporation, the H. C. Frick Coke
Company.
Later capital was increased to $3,000,000 and the
Carnegies became half owners; then majority stock-
holders through purchases from Prick's former asso-
ciates. Andrew Carnegie at first opposed the increase in
capital and wrote Frick a letter peremptory in tone.
Prick's reply, his very first communication, indicated
clearly that he was not to be classed with the "puppy
dogs" who would roll over and whine at the feet of a
whip-cracking master. "I am free to say, I do not like
the tone of your letter," he wrote. "In the matter of
the values of the properties in question and the propriety
of increasing our stock I shall have to differ with you
and I think, the future will bear me out. Everything that
has been done so far has been with the consent of your
brother, and with his approval."
This must have been like a jab in the jaw to Andy.
He promptly capitulated. More than likely, he was
merely testing the calibre of the enigmatical young man
who had joined his forces. Testing tempers and tenden-
cies toward resistance was a favorite Carnegie artifice.
However, the majority owner required no more than
the coke company's daily reports to convince him of
his new associate's ability.
In the first fourteen months of operation, almost
1,000,000 tons of coke were sold. The net profits ex-
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